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hesitate to prohibit any practice that might conceivably prove
helpful to seekers after Truth. They are more concerned with
the potentialities of usefulness contained in such a practice, than
with the possibilities of its misuse. This boldness of outlook is
a quality specially favourable to artistic achievement, because
the artist is not hampered by restrictions invented by prudish
and timid minds*

If in the course of the preceding pages, I have seemed to stray
far afield at times, it has not been without a purpose. I have
tried to demonstrate the close intierdependence of every part
of a normal Tradition, so that whatever starting-point may have
been selected, the line of argument always leads back to the
same Doctrine which gives coherence to the whole civilization,
running through everything like nerve-filaments taking their
origin from a central ganglion. So long as the hierarchy of
values be not overturned, and intellectuality remains enthroned
in the place of highest honour, both theoretically and as applied
in the organization of society, health is maintained. The
Tradition bears full fruit and has even the strength to assimi-
late to its own use elements from outside, belonging to other
Traditions, if that should prove convenient, without any risk
of endangering its own stability; it has also power to shed all
that is found to be inconsistent with its principles. Metaphysics,
ritual, law, government, art, social relations, even dress and
the conventions of politeness, fit together like a jigsaw. We
have been speaking primarily on the subject of Art, but any
other aspect of the Tradition would have served the purpose
equally well and would have led us back to Doctrine just as
surely. It is impossible to disentangle or pigeon-hole the com-
ponents of a traditional civilization; a dualistic ruling of sharp
boundaries between body and mind, material and spiritual,
profane and sacred, is the first sign that the fabric is beginning
to wear thin. Out of distinctions strife is born, even to the
eventual rending of the seamless garment of Doctrine itself.

Once one begins tampering thoughtlessly with a cornet; of the
fabric one is soon committed to a policy tending towards total
disintegration. The very niceness of balance between the
various constituents in the Tradition, which makes its strength
while it yet remains harmonious, also makes it more vulnerable
when a discordant element has crept in. Let a traditional
society, from inexperience, be led into accepting some anti-